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Active and Passive Voice

The voice and strength of a sentence are determined by the
predicate (verb and verb phrase). Verbs can make a sentence strong
(active) or weak (passive), depending on whether they’re transitive or
intransitive, and how they're used in a sentence. This section looks at
the use of active and passive voice. Active voice is generally pre-
ferred over passive voice because “active”™ shows action and empow-
ers wriling.

Part I: Overview of Voice

Active voice relies on the use of transitive verbs—verbs that
aren’t linking or auxiliary. While subject complements are associ-
ated with passive voice, object complements are related to active
voice.

: Transitive/DO Fire destroyed the documents.
o ACTIVE
S  Intransitive/no DO The documents were destroyed by
= fire.
PASSIVE

Model Explanation:

In the first statement (tramsitive), fire is the subject, destroyed is
the active verb, and documents is the direct object that indicates the
person or thing receiving the action. The transitive verb, destroved.
has the subject as the “doer” of the sentence while the receiver of the
action is the direct object. In the intransitive sentence, the linking
verb (“were™) has the subject receiving the action instead of perform-
ing it: thus it is passive in voice. Notice how more dynamic the
sentence sounds in active voice,

Part II: Object Complements

A complement completes the verb or predicate in a sentence.
Object complements can be adjectives, nouns, or groups of words.
They may come in three forms: 1) direct objects; 2) indirect object;
3) object of a preposition.
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Advanced Straight Forward English Series:

GENERAL RULE:

To make a sentence active,
move the object to the

subject’s position. To make
a sentence passive, move
the subject to the object’s
position and use linking
verbs.

Rule Application:

To make a sentence active
(transitive), use strong verbs
with object complements
such as direct abjects, which
act as recipients of subjects.
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When diagramming adjectives, place them on a
dingonal Line under the word thoy medify

TH'H!'I'II'I'_I:H"[—]'-' were bartier.

TR el
|mx,hu-u- e b amaclii
Al i il \M
ol I Yo mosifle

The Baltimere Oricles are red birds, and o

Maryland baseball team,

Count the adjectives: the is an article and an
apdjective, Baltimore and Maryland are proper
adjectives, red and boseball are common
adjectives.

The rickety, oid fruck collided with a lawn mower.

busk | colided

& ‘*{‘i-l ¥ mower

4

In summnary, then, adjectives tell which one, how
many, and what kind, and can be made of different
typoa, such az porsonal or relative pronouns,
Adjectives modify noums and pronouns, and they're
similar to the adwverh,

Adverbs

These modifiers or ciHl:rl.ptnrl :?un]:i:l'}' verhs,
pdjectives, and ather adverks, They tell haw,
whers, whon, and to what extent.

Adverbs (exnmples)
o s s I ey PR
aboree ;
happily Trarm aftewards  Bghty
sTETy  raarby lastly always
gty Eam Ten S, EaLTGSLUElY
angeily Epalais  Daloew Pl

Many adverbs end in -1y, bul some don'l and =0
they may he confused with adjectives. Just
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remembsr that adverba are limited to madifving
varha, adverhs, apd adjectivos.

mdvarh: Ghe drives carefuly.
et Ghe is @ careful driver.

In the firat example, the -1y ending makes the
word an adverb modifying the werh, whereas in the
siconl stntence, r-nrr.r'nr:?u used a3 an adjective
miodifying the moun driver Notice, that as is true
with adpectives, adverba are geoerally placed nest
to the word they modif And alao like adjectives,
ndverhs can be used in comparison.

Adverks in Camparison

Pailthes Form Comgarmtve Farm  Superiative Form

warly warliar isarilga

wall Leaitint el

elaaily s chaaily el chaarky

Tl lackler Firslesi

B3N BT Eoanes

badky [ 1] WOrE

g (5] least
Bome words function ns adverbs or
mpuul.lmuu [T g:hlpb![ Beven), depending on

the're naed

Advert Freposition
1. She deved fo leap across. 1. Me roveled across the stre.
2. e sl Ba milk batthe down. ?_!::rm:hnlﬂnlwhﬂ
2. She drove ovar the icy
=]

& B e arnusd i comar,

1. The siew boled ower,

4, The dag Iumad anund
5. Aficenay Cooper Is In. & Thw reilsh s n e
rafrigeraios,

Alwaya study hew & word |2 used in context
determine if it's nn adjective, adverh, or
preposition, but generally adverbs are easy ta
recugnize, and for that resson, thes'ne just as sy

to diagram, Thev're placed on a dingonal lies
wnderncnth the word they modify
RODEL

& P|‘~,.M

; \m__

Euwetracity 4 conducted pasily heough wter

mli;?

Motice how the sdverb, sosily, is plaeed
underneath the werb. Here's another example:
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